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This edition is in honour of the College’s 165 anniversary. As 
a Sacred Heart student, you carry with you the legacy of Mercy. 
All past students are standing on the shoulders of the ones that 
come before us – Anna Negro (1981).
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGEPRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

When we consider that even 
today in some parts of the world, 
the education of girls is still not 
prioritised or even banned, we 
can be even more grateful for 
the vision of Catherine McAuley 
and the Sisters of Mercy who 
established places of education for girls in 
many places, including at Sacred Heart College 
Geelong. To me, education is a precious and 
transformative gift. In the nineteenth century 
when our school was established, Catholic 
education aimed to educate children in the 
faith, to redress religious discrimination 
and to develop people who would make a 
positive difference in the world. Whether 
we are religious or not, that sense of being 
part of something bigger than ourselves and 
contributing to making the world better gives 
meaning, purpose and direction. 

That sense was very clear to me at the 
Year 12 Breakfast hosted by the Alumni 
Association on the last day of the Year 12 
program, prior to VCE exams. The students’ 
hopefulness and excitement, their emotion at 
leaving a place where they were known and 
which they knew so well and their gratitude 
for their time at Sacred Heart were clearly 
evident. ‘Educating girls to make a difference’ 
was personified by the guest speaker Prue  
Smith (Kenny 2004), who spoke of her 

work with the United 
Nations and other parts 
of her life journey. Prue 
stressed the importance 
of acts of kindness, of 
perseverance, having the 
courage to change course 

in life when something doesn’t give 
meaning any longer and of being true to 
oneself. Adrianna Maddalon (2012) also  
spoke on the day of the meaning behind  
being a Mercy Girl, reiterating that even the 
smallest acts of kindness can have lasting 
effects. We are grateful to Prue and Adrianna  
for sharing their inspiring stories with the 
students. It was a privilege to formally 
welcome the Year 12s as the newest members 
of the Alumni Association and to present 
them with an Alumni keyring to take with 
them on their journey, wherever that may 
lead, as a reminder of their school days and 
their belonging to the Sacred Heart Alumni 
Community.

The impact of the education and friendships 
formed at Sacred Heart College was clearly 
evident at the Golden Lunch held on Sunday 
16 November. This event gathered ‘old girls 
and boys’ (junior primary students) who left 
Sacred Heart more than fifty years ago. It was 
amazing to have in one room former students 
who attended the school from the 1930s 

One hundred and sixty-
five years of education 
for girls is something 

worth celebrating.

to the 1970s, as well as some Committee 
members whose school years were from 
the 1980s through to 2012. That is quite a 
time span! It was wonderful to see Sisters 
Madeleine Fox, Patsy Bourke (1952) and Joan 
Wilson, and the oldest Alumni in attendance, 
Mardi McDonald (Lockie, 1939), aged 102. 
We also had a Golden mother and daughter 
combination – Valerie Robley (McKay, 1950) 
and Jane Hardy (Robley, 1974). Marita 
Fitzpatrick (1951) kindly brought along her 
treasured photo album of her school days in 
the 1940s and 50s. Gael Perry OAM (Brennan, 
1962) conducted some on the spot interviews 
which were entertaining, moving and most 
of all, reflective of the love and gratitude the 
Alumni have for Sacred Heart. My heartfelt 
thanks goes to Principal Anna Negro for 
her support, and to the Alumni Committee 
helpers and school staff who helped make 
the day such a happy gathering.

At the end of this year, I want to sincerely 
thank the Alumni Committee members for 
their dedication, good humour and fruitful 
work: Treasurer Enza Hughes (Di Santo, 1987) 
General Committee members Dianne Spence 
(1968), Kathryn Andrews (Moylan, 1985), 
Franca Bonanno (1984), Adrianna Maddalon 
(2012), Daniela Pavlovic (2001), Amanda 
Kunjka (1992) and Jade Hovey (2011). We 
wish Amanda every success as she leaves to 

take up a new position, and we send our best 
wishes to Jade who is expecting her first child. 
To our newest Committee members Dianna 
Maddalena (1983) and Ebony Courtney (1998) 
– welcome and thank you in anticipation of 
the contributions you will make to the Alumni 
Association. My heartfelt thanks to Jo Welch, 
Alumni and Development Officer, Emma 
Tyler, Leader of Development, Marketing and 
Communications and Anna Negro, Principal, 
for their tireless work and encouragement. 
The Alumni Association is fortunate to be so 
well-resourced and supported.

Wishing you all the blessings of the Christmas 
season and good health and happiness in 
the New Year. I look forward to a year of new 
possibilities for the Alumni Association.

Laura Doherty (1976) Sacred Heart College  
Alumni Association President
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2025 marks the celebration of Sacred Heart 
College’s 165th Anniversary. In this Jubilee 
Year of Pilgrims of Hope, Sacred Heart College 
proudly celebrated this significant milestone.

A number of events were held during the 
year to honour the anniversary. The Maguire 
Ceremony was held on the Junior Oval, 
bringing together over 3,000 guests for a 
joyful celebration of heritage and community. 
Our Foundation Day Mass and Carnival took 
place at the conclusion of Catholic Education 
Week on Sunday 23 March 2025.

It was fitting to celebrate Foundation Day 
during Catholic Education Week, as it  
provided a perfect opportunity to reflect on 
the arrival of the Sisters of Mercy in Geelong 
in 1859 and the establishment of Sacred 
Heart College in 1860. The Foundress, Mother 
Xavier Maguire, and her companions were 
truly ‘pilgrims of hope’ - women of courage 
and vision who imagined a future where 
women would be educated and empowered. 

Their pioneering work in Catholic education 
began with Sacred Heart College in 1860, 
which comprised a Convent, orphanage and 
both a boarding and day school. Soon after, 
the Geelong Sisters of Mercy established 
a convent and school in North Melbourne, 
St Aloysius College, as well as Sacred Heart 
College in Kyneton.

Over time, they expanded their reach, 
responding to requests made by local Parish 
Priests to staff 13 primary schools in Geelong, 
including:

•	 Holy Family – Bell Park 
•	 Clairvaux (originally St Bernard’s and 

Mercier Primary Schools) - Belmont 
•	 St Francis Xavier - Corio 
•	 St Mary’s - Geelong 
•	 St Margaret’s - Geelong East 
•	 St Patrick’s – Geelong West 
•	 Nazareth - Grovedale 
•	 St Anthony’s  - Lara 
•	 Christ the King - Newcomb 
•	 St Robert’s - Newtown 
•	 St Thomas Aquinas - Norlane 
•	 Our Lady Star of the Sea – Ocean Grove 
•	 St Aloysius Primary School - Queenscliff 

There is no denying the Sisters of Mercy have 
played a vital role in Catholic Education in 
Geelong.

If we focus back on Sacred Heart College 
Geelong and delve deeper into the story, we 
see the remarkable journey of women who 
stepped beyond the limitations of their time 
and social class. These women ventured 
into areas where few of their era dared to 
go. They confronted injustice, oppression 
and disadvantage with resilience, forming 
genuine friendships both within and beyond 
the convent walls. Most importantly, they 
taught women of all ages to take control of 
their own lives.

This story is far from finished. We, as a College 
Community, continue to address injustice, 
oppression, and disadvantage. Like the Sisters 
before us, we too will shape the future and we 
too do this with courage, hope, compassion 
and respect.

Anna Negro (1981) Sacred Heart College Principal

As Term Four draws to an end, I reflect on the 
stories and contributions alumni have shared 
this year for our Maguire and extend our 
appreciation and thank you to all. 

2025 Golden Celebration

At our recent Golden event lunch for peer 
years up to and including 1974, we provided 
our new Memories Form in the hope of 
capturing more of your valuable memories 
and insights to enrich our school’s history. If 
you would like to fill out one of these forms, 
you can do so by visiting the SHC Archives 
website, or by reaching out to our Archivist 
Gemma Lees via email.

2026 Alumni Committee 

At our recent AGM on Sunday 16 November, 
we appointed two new members - Ebony 
Courtney (1998) and Dianna Maddalena 
(1983). We also bade farewell to Jade Hovey 
(2011) and Amanda Kunjka (1992), and we 
thanked them again for the dedication and 
expertise they brought to our Committee.

In light of the recent AGM, we are pleased 
to share the 2026 Alumni Association 
Committee: Executive members are President 
– Laura Doherty (1976) and Treasurer – 
Enza Hughes (1987). General Committee 
Members are: Kathryn Andrews (1985), 
Franca Bonanno (1984), Ebony Courtney 
(1998), Dianna Maddalena (1983), Adrianna 
Maddalon (2012), Daniela Pavlovic (2001), 
and Dianne Spence (1968), Emma Tyler - 

Leader of Development, Marketing and 
Communication (Principal’s Representative) 
and myself Alumni & Development Officer. 
We also acknowledge Noel Tuddenham, our 
newly inducted honorary alumni member, in 
recognition of his assistance and support with 
many alumni events.

The reports from the AGM including the 
College report from the Principal Anna Negro 
(1981) can be accessed via SHC website’s 
Alumni section by clicking here and provide an 
excellent overview of the Alumni Committee’s 
work. 

Alumni Committee Survey

The Alumni Committee has a survey for alumni 
to complete which will help them better 
understand how the Committee can best 
serve their members, which can be accessed 
here. Please take the time to complete this 
before 31 January 2026 so that we can better 
shape your experiences and reunions.  

2026 Alumni Reunions

Dates have been released! Refer to page 11. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you 
would like to be involved in organising your 
reunion, as we would love your input. Further 
details to be emailed per peer year.

Jo Welch Sacred Heart College Alumni and 
Development Officer | P. 5222 0464 
E. alumni@shcgeelong.catholic.edu.au

https://www.shcgeelong.catholic.edu.au/archives/archives
https://www.shcgeelong.catholic.edu.au/archives/archives
mailto:gelees%40shcgeelong.catholic.edu.au.%0D?subject=
https://www.shcgeelong.catholic.edu.au/college-alumni/annual-general-meeting-agm-sunday-29-october-2023-at-1000am-in-celies-dining-room
https://www.shcgeelong.catholic.edu.au/college-alumni/committee-and-reunions
https://www.shcgeelong.catholic.edu.au/college-alumni/committee-and-reunions
mailto:alumni%40shcgeelong.catholic.edu.au?subject=
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Golden Years
On Sunday 16 November 2025 we celebrated 
the Golden Years lunch and College tour for 
Sacred Heart College Alumni who attended 
the College up to and including 1974. Girls, 
boys, boarders, Past Presidents and our 
Sisters of Mercy all joined together for a sit 
down lunch. In attendance was our own Sr 
Joan Wilson, who has resided at Sacred Heart 
for the past 18 years. 107 guests attended, 
with the most senior Mardi McDonald (Lockie 
1939) being 102 years of age!

Presentations were made by Principal Anna 
Negro (1981) and President Laura Doherty 
(1976) with other General committee 
members - Adrianna Maddalon (2012), 
Franca Bonnano (1984), Enza Hughes (Di 
Santo 1987), Dianna Maddalena (2012) and 
Ebony Courtney (1998) - dedicated their time  

 
reading prayers and generously participating 
and assisting with the event. Other alumni 
community members graciously delivered 
readings too, and we extend a heartfelt 
thank you to all for participating. Gael Perry 
OAM (Brennan 1962) once again took to the 
microphone and allowed the guests to share 
memories and humorous stories of their 
time at SHC, and the Atrium came alive with 
laughter and recollections. 

For those of you that couldn’t make it, we 
captured some of the stories shared as well 
as many photographs. I hope you enjoy 
hearing and seeing snapshots, movies and 
some audio from the day. 

Click here to view the movies.

Click here to view the audios.

You must waste time with visitors! – Catherine McAuley 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1We3Darghr_9uSaxDFXo1Jvuaj_hxhdSP?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pCYQwpsdQtfLpEEN03IjwpJP_pKDOdGP?usp=drive_link
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Honorary Alumni Member
The Alumni Committee have also 
acknowledged Noel Tuddenham as our 
newly inducted honorary alumni member, in 
recognition of his assistance and support with 
many alumni events. 

Noel was presented with a Life Member pin 
from Gael Perry OAM (Brennan 1962) after 
being acknowledged at our AGM. It had been 
requested we have a formal presentation 
as the constitution does not mention 
honorees. A motion was called for all those 
in favour to accept Noel Tuddenham as an  
honorary member of the Alumni Association. 
An embossed Honorary Certificate from 
our Principal Anna Negro (1981) for his 
commitment and dedication to service at our 
Alumni events was also presented.

We value Noel’s voluntary support at our 
events, his generous heart and most of all his 
wicked sense of humour! Thank you Noel for 
all that you do for Sacred Heart College, you 
are very much appreciated. 

10

10 Year Reunion 
Class of 2016

Friday 20 February 2026 
5.30pm to 7.00pm 

Sacred Heart College 
Geelong – Celies  
(Enter via Aphrasia Street)

BUY TICKETS
 

40 Year Reunion 
Class of 1986

Saturday 16 May 2026 
4.30pm to 6.00pm 

Sacred Heart College 
Geelong – Celies  
(Enter via Aphrasia Street)

BUY TICKETS

20 Year Reunion 
Class of 2006

Friday 27 February 2026 
5.30pm to 7.00pm 

Sacred Heart College 
Geelong – Celies  
(Enter via Aphrasia Street)

BUY TICKETS

50 Year Reunion 
Class of 1976

Saturday 30 May 2026 
10.30am to 12.30pm 

Sacred Heart College 
Geelong – Celies  
(Enter via Aphrasia Street)

BUY TICKETS

30 Year Reunion 
Class of 1996

Saturday 14 March 2026 
1.00pm to 2.30pm 

Sacred Heart College 
Geelong – Celies  
(Enter via Aphrasia Street)

BUY TICKETS

2026 Decade Reunions 

Honorary Membership

Laura Doherty
President

December 2025

Sacred Heart College Geelong Alumni Association

is awarded to

Noel Tuddenham

EVENTS

1111

https://www.trybooking.com/DHWZH
https://www.trybooking.com/DHXAZ
https://www.trybooking.com/DHXAK
https://www.trybooking.com/DHXBL
https://www.trybooking.com/DHXAS
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NETWORKINGWEDDINGS

Erin (Mathieson 2011) and Fraser  
Friday 30 May 2025

Hayley (Belfrage 2017) and Mathew Ghin 
Saturday 23 August 2025 

Greetings to SHC Alumni. Congratulations on 
your meaningful and ongoing contribution 
to 165 years of Mercy Education at Sacred 
Heart College, Geelong Newtown. When I 
stop to think of the thousands of women who 
have been formed in mind, heart and body, 
I am filled with awe and gratitude for all the 
staff, parents and sisters who have helped 
to achieve this! Whilst I am not a past pupil 
or staff member, I am very happy to claim a 
small role of being a guest speaker over the 
years, of having the privilege of working with 
staff occasionally, and especially of enjoying 
the friendship and support of a number of 
you!  

I wish to inform you of the possibilities that 
now exist at Star of the Sea Guesthouse 
in Apollo Bay, where I have recently been 
appointed as a manager. The Ballarat East 
Mercy Congregation bought ‘Otway Chalet’ as 
a holiday venue for sisters, but in 1987 ‘Star 
of the Sea’ was made available to everyone 
as a restful and safe place, especially for 
holidays for families, for those wishing to 
have a quiet retreat, for student and staff 
camps and retreats. 

I expect - and hope - that many happy 
memories of your Year 12 retreat at Star 
of the Sea are coming back to you. The 
Guesthouse has been well renovated, and is 
now a great place to host a variety of groups 
wishing to be together: families and friends 
gathering to celebrate big occasions such as 
wedding anniversaries, big ‘0’ birthdays, or 

just wishing to spend time with each other. 
More detail is available on our new website.

Our particular mission today is to offer our 
Mercy hospitality to families struggling with 
the cost of living, to single parent families 
and to refugees and asylum seekers; those 
who rarely have the opportunity to get away 
from the busyness and stresses of daily 
life to enjoy a sea-change; something that 
so many of us take for granted and enjoy 
often. We have been able to sponsor some 
groups because of the generosity of our 
guests and benefactors and if you would 
like to contribute to this worthy cause your 
donation would be gratefully received on 
their behalf. 

Another aim being initiated in 2026 through 
Sally Neaves, our ISMAPNG Integral Ecology 
Animator, with the collaboration of members 
of Young Mercy Links, is to establish a 
Permaculture system at Star of the Sea. This 
is to specifically heed Pope Francis’ call in 
Laudato si’ and the 8th Work of Mercy ‘Care 
for our Common Home’ to create more 
sensible, sustainable, and resilient ways of 
living on Mother Earth.

If you wish to be in contact or visit us at Star 
please refer to the details below. 

Cathy Solano RSM 
61 Noel Stret, Apollo Bay VIC 3233
P. 5237 6729 	 M. 0428 051 910 
E. apollobay@mcauleyministries.org.au

https://staroftheseaapollobay.org.au/
mailto:apollobay%40mcauleyministries.org.au?subject=
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As part of our 165 year legacy, we invited three of our Alumni to write about their journeys and 
how they went from SHC pupils, to educators and finally to Principals at Catholic Schools in 
Geelong, some of which were started by the Sisters of Mercy themselves. 

NETWORKING

You never know who you will run into! 

The Australian Government were invited to 
participate in the 50th anniversary of Papua 
New Guinea’s independence. As part of this, 
SHC alumni Ella McCarthy-Grigg (2019) and 
Chaplain Kristen Dillon (Brown 1990) both 
embarked on HMAS Choules for four weeks 
in September to participate. While in PNG 
they were given the opportunity to hike part 
of the Kokoda track and this is when they 
discovered they had both attended Sacred 
Heart. 

It’s a small world and Sacred Heart girls 
always seem to find each other wherever 
they are!

1414

2026 Alumni Events 
Save the Dates!

Make a Difference  
Sports and Wellness Precinct

 Saturday 1 August 2026 

Sacred Heart College Geelong  

Annual General Meeting 
(AGM)

Sunday 15 November 2026 

Sacred Heart College Geelong – Celies 

When I reflect on my journey from my 
secondary school days as a student at 
Sacred Heart College to my now tenth year 
as Principal of St Mary’s School, I am filled 
with deep gratitude. Sacred Heart College 
helped shape the values that have guided 
every step of my career - faith, courage, 
perseverance, service and a belief in the 
dignity of every person I encounter. Those 
formative schooling years sparked in me a 
love of learning and a desire to contribute 
to the vibrant story of Catholic education in 
Geelong.

I was fortunate to follow in my mother’s 
footsteps and attend Sacred Heart College, 
the eldest of six sisters who also attended. 
After graduating in 1989, I studied at 
Australian Catholic University in Ballarat for 
three years, graduating with a Diploma of 
Teaching. In 1993, I began my teaching career 
at Nazareth School in Grovedale, teaching 
there for fourteen rich and rewarding years. 
During this time, I completed a Bachelor of 
Education and embraced opportunities to 
teach across all year levels. It was also during 
this time that I married and had two children, 
a daughter and a son.

In 2007, I moved to St Robert’s School in 
Newtown, where I spent the next nine 

Annice Lappin (1989)
Principal of St Mary’s 
Primary School 

years. Alongside my classroom teaching, I 
undertook various leadership roles including 
Religious Education Leader and Learning 
and Teaching Leader. My university studies 
continued as well, completing a Master of 
Religious Education/Theology and beginning 
a Master of Business. These experiences 
broadened my understanding of leadership 
and strengthened my commitment to 
nurturing faith-filled learning communities.

In the later years of my employment at St 
Robert’s, I was appointed as the Deputy 
Principal. This role prepared me for the 
privilege of being appointed Principal of St 
Mary’s School in 2016. In my first two years 
of Principalship, I completed the Master of 
Business (Executive), further refining the skills 
needed to lead with clarity, compassion and 
purpose. Today, as Principal, I am grateful 
every day for the students, families and staff 
who make St Mary’s School such a welcoming 
and dynamic learning community.

My journey as a leader in Catholic education 
has been profoundly rewarding and I 
appreciate the opportunities afforded to 
me to work closely with other Sacred Heart 
College alumni, both at St Mary’s School 
and as part of the Geelong Catholic Primary 
Principals’ Network. My family’s values 
aligned with Sacred Heart College and I 
have been shaped by these. The college’s 
commitment to fostering compassion, 
justice and service provided the foundation 
upon which my professional vocation has 
grown. I remember being encouraged not 
only to pursue academic excellence, but also 
to recognise the dignity of every person and 
to respond with courage and kindness to the 
needs of others. These principles continue 
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to guide my decision making and leadership 
today.

The Mercy tradition taught me to listen 
deeply, act with integrity and extend 
hospitality to all. This understanding of 
leadership as service has been central to my 
work in Catholic education. Whether leading 
staff, educating students, or engaging with 
families, I strive to embody the spirit of 
compassion and inclusiveness nurtured 
during my years at Sacred Heart College.

My association with Sacred Heart College 
has continued intermittently since leaving, 
having been an active committee member 
of the Sacred Heart Old Collegians for 
approximately ten years in the 1990s and 
as a parent while my daughter attended the 
college from 2012 until 2017.

I remain deeply grateful to Sacred Heart 
College for the values it nurtured within me, 
values that continue to guide, ground and 
inspire my work as a principal in a Catholic 
school. From Sacred Heart College to St 
Mary’s School, my journey has been one 
of community, faith and lifelong learning - 
blessings I carry proudly into each new day 
of service.

It’s hard to believe that almost twenty-five 
years have passed since I last walked out 
through the iconic gates of Sacred Heart 
College. At the time, I don’t think I fully 
understood just how much those years, and 
the teachers who guided me, would shape 
the person and educator I would become. 

Marie Monea (2000)
Principal of St Thomas 
Primary School 

My secondary education took place at Sacred 
Heart College, following in the footsteps of 
my two older sisters, Pam and Janice, who 
had graduated well before I started in 1975. 
I knew only a couple of other girls when I 
commenced in Form 1 (Year 7), but very soon 

Dr Susan Ryan 
(Anderson 1981)
Principal of Liseux 

felt right at home. My homeroom teacher 
in that first year was Mrs Luci Morgan and, 
as students, we loved to see what she wore 
each day.  I have fond memories of a number 
of other teachers during my six years at SHC, 
most memorably Mrs Szkuta, who taught 
me typing, and Mrs Goggin, who was my 
favourite English teacher. I loved school, even 
though I was forever in trouble for talking too 
much, and those educators, in particular, led 
me to believe that I was known, valued and 
capable. They lived out the Mercy ethos in 
their care and compassion for students, and 
they inspired me to want to be a teacher, and 
to hopefully, have a similar impact on other 
young lives one day.

When I graduated in 1981 (the same year as 
current SHC Principal, Anna Negro), I went 
straight on to study Primary Education at 
Aquinas College (now ACU) in Ballarat. I 
worked in primary education for a couple of 
years before accepting a position to return to 
Sacred Heart in a very diverse teaching role. 
Returning as a teacher to the school that 
had shaped me was both surreal and deeply 
rewarding. It is a strange feeling returning 
as an adult, to work alongside some staff 
who once taught you, but I also saw it as a 
great privilege. In my time working at Sacred 
Heart, I taught almost everything – RE, 
English, Health, Science, Italian, History…and 
I sincerely apologise to those students to 
whom I taught Geography! I was lucky to hold 
a number of leadership roles during my time 
at SHC, including Year Level Coordinator and 
Acting Deputy Principal for a short period. 
This experience, along with further study in 
the area of wellbeing, helped me realise that 
this was the direction I really wanted to take. 

After an incredible 17 years at SHC – years 
that also saw my own daughters, Shae, Erin 
and Bridie, attend the College – I felt it was 
time for a new challenge. I accepted a role 
as Deputy Principal at St Patrick’s College in 

Launceston, Tasmania. After five years in this 
role, I had the honour of being appointed to 
the position of Principal at Mount Carmel 
College in Hobart, a girls’ Kindergarten to 
Year 10 College, an absolute highlight of 
my career. Wellbeing and pastoral care 
remained my passion areas and during my 
years in Tasmania, I undertook doctoral 
studies, completing my PhD in a research 
project about the impact of cyberbullying. 

In 2017, I accepted an opportunity to return 
to my hometown of Geelong as Foundation 
Principal of a new primary school in Torquay, 
Lisieux Catholic Primary School. It’s been both 
a privilege and a joy to build a new school 
community from the ground up, and even 
more special to discover that some current 
Lisieux parents were once my students at 
Sacred Heart!

I’m so grateful for the foundation that Sacred 
Heart provided me – it inspired me to be a 
lifelong learner and to continually strive to 
improve my practice in education, leadership 
and student wellbeing. The Mercy values that 
shaped my own schooling continue to guide 
me every day in my vocation as an educator 
and leader.

Looking back now, I feel an overwhelming 
sense of gratitude.

I’ve always carried the positive experiences 
of my days at Nazareth Primary School and 
Sacred Heart College with me. The kindness, 
encouragement and high expectations 
shown by every teacher of mine became the 
model I hoped to follow in my own career. 
I never set out imagining I would one day 
become a Principal; I simply wanted to be 
the teacher that my teachers were to me. 

My teaching journey began at Sacred Heart 
School in Colac as a graduate teacher. 
Those early years taught me so much, not 
just about teaching, but about patience, 
compassion and the importance of ensuring 
every child entrusted to your care is ‘known’, 
‘loved’ and ‘valued’. From Colac, I moved 
to St Robert’s Primary School in Newtown, 
where I learned the art of leadership. St 
Mary’s School in Geelong became the next 
community to shape me further, as Deputy 
Principal, challenging me in all the right ways 
and preparing me for the responsibilities 
ahead.

This year, I’ve begun a new chapter as 
principal at St Thomas Primary School 
in Drysdale. Stepping into this role feels 
humbling, energising and still a little surreal. 
I’m constantly reminded that my journey is 
the product of so many people who inspired 
and instilled strong faith and a love of 
learning in me - all of my teachers, mentors, 
colleagues and, of course, my Sacred Heart 
College experiences.

The spirit of the College doesn’t leave you 
and on this 165th anniversary, I’m proud of 
my Catholic Education and to be a Sacred 
Heart College alumni. 
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Did you know?
December 3rd marks a pivotal 
moment in our history: the 
anniversary of the Sisters of 
Mercy’s arrival in Geelong, Victoria. 
On this day in 1859, a pioneering 
group, led by Mother Xavier 
Maguire, completed their journey 
from Dublin, Ireland, bringing the 
Mercy charism to our community.

Their arrival is considered the 
foundation date for the local 
Sisters of Mercy congregation. 
They went on to establish the  

Convent of Mercy and Sacred 
Heart College Geelong, dedicating 
themselves to essential works of 
Mercy, including education and 
opening an orphanage.

On 3 December 1959, we 
celebrated the centenary of the 
Sisters of Mercy arrival. This year 
we celebrate 165 years since 
those first Sisters of Mercy arrived 
and began their influential work in 
the Geelong community.

From the Archives
A Brief History of the Convent of Mercy 
Geelong

The foundation of the local Sisters of 
Mercy congregation in Geelong began on 3 
December 1859, with the pioneering arrival 
of a group of Sisters from Dublin, Ireland, 
led by Mother Xavier Maguire. They brought 
the spirit of the original Mercy foundation 
at Baggot Street, Dublin, established by 
Catherine McAuley. Upon their arrival, the 
Sisters immediately dedicated themselves 
to essential works of Mercy, establishing the 
Convent of Mercy and Sacred Heart College 
Geelong, as well as opening an orphanage.

The enduring impact of their first century of 
work was officially recognised on 3 December 
1959, during the centenary celebrations. 
Speaking at the High Mass at St Mary of the 
Angels’ Church, the Rev. Dr Percy Jones, an 
alumnus of SHC, famously described the 
Convent as the ‘power-house of a splendid 
apostolate’. This anniversary marked the 
close of one era and the beginning of another, 
as the 1960s brought major social changes, 
including shifts in music, fashion and cultural 
norms.

The decade also saw the establishment of 
a key building on the College site, known to 
some as St Joseph’s Hospital. This facility, 
which served as a Nursing Home for aged and 
sick Sisters of Mercy, Melbourne Province, 
was opened on 13 July 13 1963. 

Throughout the 1960s and 1970s, the Sisters 
were the primary staff members and the 
backbone of the institutions. They were often 
referred to as ‘Jills of all trades,’ managing 
large classes that could exceed 45 students, 
while working seven days a week and taking 
on a wide host of administrative and pastoral 
responsibilities.

By the 1980s, the Convent of Mercy entered a 
major period of transition. The Sisters began 
scaling back operations, making the difficult 
decision to close the boarding school and 
primary schools, and no longer admitting 
boys. Most significantly, the Sisters moved out 
of their original beloved Bluestone convent 
building. While some Sisters relocated to 
a College-owned house on the corner of 
Cumberland Street and Retreat Road, others 
moved to a separate location on the upper 
floor of St Joseph’s Hospital, which became 
known as the Convent of Mercy, Newtown.

This physical separation meant that the 
Convent of Mercy and SHC began to function 
as two separate establishments for the first 
time in over a century. Consequently, SHC 
was then able to utilise rooms and areas that 
had been strictly ‘out of bounds’ to students, 
transforming them into new classrooms 
and recreational areas and fundamentally 
changing the layout of the Heritage Precinct 
as we know it today.

The following decades from the 1990s to 
the 2010s were characterised by a phased 
transition into lay leadership. During this 
period, the St Joseph’s Hospital building on the 
College site was refurbished and reopened as 
the Convent of Mercy on December 23, 1997. 
While the number of Sisters actively teaching 
and governing SHC gradually decreased, their 
commitment to the Mercy ethos, focused 
on compassion, justice and service, was 
deliberately integrated into the SHC mission 
and culture. The appointment of the first lay 
Principal was a significant milestone, ensuring 
that the legacy of Mother Xavier Maguire and 
the founding Sisters continued to guide the 
school, even as the operational management 
evolved to meet modern educational 
requirements.

In 2010, the Convent of Mercy building was 
formally handed over to the College and soon 
came to be known by students and staff as 
Mercy House. Over the past 15 years, it has 
served as the home for our Mission and 
Ministry Team, the Inclusion and Diversity 
Team, and the Mind and Body Teams, all of 
whom proactively worked with students in 
the space to foster spiritual, physical, and 
mental wellbeing.

Into the 21st century, the Sisters of Mercy 
maintained a valuable, though smaller, 

presence within the Geelong community, 
particularly at their Newtown residence. 
Their ongoing role shifted from institutional 
leadership to spiritual mentorship and 
community support, embodying the original 
works of Mercy. This sustained involvement 
meant that for many years, a direct physical 
link remained between the Sisters of Mercy 
who established the school 165 years prior 
and the College campus itself, allowing the 
Mercy charisma to be experienced firsthand 
by students and staff.

As the Sisters of Mercy Geelong celebrate 
their 165th anniversary since that pioneering 
arrival in 1859, SHC marks a profound moment 
of closure and gratitude. The celebration 
of the anniversary coincides with the ‘last 
comfortable cup of tea’ to be shared on 
campus with Sisters of Mercy from all locations. 
This final gathering symbolises the conclusion 
of the Sisters’ continuous, daily presence in 
a residential capacity on the grounds they 
founded. It is a moment to honour the full 
circle of their service, recognising the ‘Power-
House’ they built and acknowledging that 
while their physical residence is ending, the 
powerful legacy of their faith, resilience, and 
educational apostolate will forever remain 
the core foundation of Sacred Heart College 
Geelong.
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God of Mercy we give thanks for the shelter 
this building, now known as Mercy House, has 
provided for many over the years. It has been 
a place to call home, a caring place for those 
who have been frail and aged, a safe place 
for those in need and a classroom of sorts. It 
is now time for us to farewell this building to 
make room for a building better suited to the 

ministry of Mercy Education here at Sacred 
Heart College. We give thanks for the past; we 
honour the present and say yes to the future. We 
ask a blessing on those who plan and those who 
build so that the new building on this land will 
continue the story of your Mercy. We pray in the 
name of Creator, Living Word and Holy Spirit.  
Amen – Prayer by Sr Joan Wilson.

Kate Manus
In 1988 I went to live at the house in 
Cumberland Street and worked in St Joseph’s. 
My first appointment was as a Sister of Mercy. 
Then in 2007 I moved back to live there with 
Joan Wilson RSM, helping care for the Sisters 
in the Convent of Mercy. 

  
For both of these  times I loved the ministry 
and loved being in Geelong. It was quite 
special living and imbibing the history and the 
stories of Sisters who had gone before me, 
and those who were there then

Sr Eileen Ann Daffy 
I was in the novitiate when St Joseph’s Hospital 
– Nursing Home was opened, and recall Sister 
Mary Harrington proudly telling us about this 
wonderful facility that had been opened at 
Newtown. Then on a holiday to Queenscliff, 
the novices stopped off to see St Joseph’s. At 
the time I never envisaged I would be living 
at Newtown and have daily contact with the 
sisters who resided there. 

Once I joined the Newtown community, as one 
of the ‘young sisters’ it was our responsibility 
before morning mass to go over to St Joseph’s 
to bring various sisters in wheelchairs to mass 
and then return them after mass. One of the 
sisters who was a resident at St Joseph’s at that 
time was Sister Rose Sweeney. Rose spent 
almost all her life at Newtown, first coming 
to live in the orphanage at three years of age 
when her mother had died and her father, 
who ran a hotel, could not care for his children 
at the same time. Rose talked about waiting 
at the main Retreat Road gate for him each 
Sunday afternoon when he faithfully came to 
visit her. Rose then joined the Sisters of Mercy 
in 1907 and spent all her religious life at the 
Newtown convent where she is buried. I recall 
Rose speaking about some of the founding 
sisters at Newtown who were elderly nuns 
when she was just a small child. For me that 
was a special link with the beginning of the 
Newtown convent. In the days when there 
were big annual reunions there would be a 
track worn to Sister Rose’s room in St Joseph’s 
by former boarders who loved her deeply for 
her kindness to them. Rose worked all her 
life in the laundry at the convent and then at 
St Joseph’s when it opened - having to gain a 
Boiler Certificate to do so - and she and her 
laundry were special, a refuge for many a 
boarder who was lonely, homesick or in strife. 

 
In my last year as principal at SHC an 
extension to St Joseph’s was completed 
and the community vacated the bluestone 
convent, all moving to the upstairs of the 
original St Joseph’s and the new extension. 
This extension was a small, two-storey wing 
near what was then the convent kitchen 
in the original convent. There were other 
extensions to the chapel, including additional 
accommodation for the nursing home 
and a flat for a resident chaplain. All of this 
eventually became hostel accommodation for 
the Newtown community when the nursing 
home relocated to Rice Village. I used to 
jokingly say that I could move from my office 
to St Joseph’s and to the cemetery and never 
leave the grounds!

The St Joseph’s buildings have served many 
purposes, including more recently as SHC 
Mercy House, and it is time to replace it with 
a more relevant building to serve the needs 
of SHC. I was excited on my recent visit to see 
the new sports and wellness centre and the 
setting in which it will be situated, especially 
when the Mercy House is demolished and 
there will be more green space with a labyrinth. 
My prayers are with you all that this place 
will always be a place of welcome, comfort 
and challenge and a link with the tradition 
of strong Mercy women educating the next 
generation of resilient and committed young 
women. 

May the gathering on 3 December be filled 
with great stories and memories over a 
comfortable cup of tea.  
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Kath Tierney RSM 
A Convent of Mercy at Newtown has been 
a feature on the Geelong landscape since 
December 1859. We are gathered today 
166 years on, in December 2025, to mark a 
special occasion; linked to the original, and to 
acknowledge an ending.

There have been special events in the past to 
mark many transitions. Today we mark the 
transitions made from the early 1960s to the 
last Convent of Mercy buildings on this site.

In our faith and our story telling, we often 
gather our thoughts in a way we can honour 
the story, the ministries and those involved.  I 
will do this today in the words of the refrain 
of a hymn - we remember, we celebrate, we 
believe.

We remember those Sisters on the Provincial 
Council Team who on 28 January 1962, took 
the decision to build a hospital on this site, 
which was to be known as St Joseph’s Hospital. 
From the minutes of the meeting, it was said 
that they ‘decided to build an infirmary for the 
old and infirm Sisters at Geelong.’

The established Convent building, like many 
of our Convents of the time, was used as a 
boarding school and also served as a home 
for the sisters in active ministry for the 
elderly and infirm. All of this was shared with 
classrooms and music rooms and more. At 
one time, there were 53 Sisters living in the 
Convent.

A solution was sought for the Sisters’ care, 
and a vision was developed and recognised 
as an answer to prayer. In records it is said 
that the hospital was accommodation for  

 
the Sisters who ‘have borne the burden of 
the day and the heats’ and were no longer 
able to participate in the active work of the 
Congregation. The plan for the hospital was 
simple; a long corridor ran the entire length of 
the building on both floors, with a converted 
walkway connecting the southern end of the 
hospital to the main Convent.

The building was opened on 13 July 1963 and 
was officially blessed on 15 July.  The Sisters 
moved in the week later.

As the ministry in the school was expanding 
and the numbers in the hospital lessening, 
a decision was taken to move the Sisters 
from the bluestone Convent to the top floor 
of St Joseph’s Hospital building. At this time, 
there were 22 Sisters in the Convent – 15 
moved to the new Convent area, and some 
Sisters moved to the Cumberland Street 
property. Following some refurbishment, the 
‘new Convent of Mercy’ was opened on 23 
December 1997. 

The Sisters lived here until 2010, following a 
decision to move the aged and infirm Sisters 
to the new facility at Rice Village. The Convent 
closed and was handed over to the College. 
At the time there was a lay Principal of the 
College and the future was in the capable 
hands of our lay partners.

The College had the use of these areas for 
the furthering of the education ministry in 
the form of the Mission and Ministry Team, 
the Inclusion and Diversity Team and the 
Mind and Body Teams, offering the students 
spaces to foster spiritual, physical and mental 
well being.

We remember the various uses that this site 
has ‘housed’; for the Sisters, the staff and the 
students. A part of the story of each one is 
held in the corners of the buildings and we 
honour those stories today.

I acknowledge your leadership Anna and 
thank you for the great care you have taken 
of our legacy.

We celebrate the works which have been 
conducted in these buildings, namely the 
ministry of the Sisters to educate girls, one of 
the founding works of the Sisters of Mercy. 
This site has been faithful to the very heart of 
the call of Catherine McAuley.

We celebrate the many women of Mercy 
who gave their lives to this ministry and we 
celebrate the joys and difficulties which made 
their lives one of service.

We remember and celebrate the Sisters in the 
Community, who in addition to their teaching 
and administration roles, also assisted in the 
hospital by feeding the Sisters, visiting those 
who were bedridden and reading and writing 
their letters.  

We remember and celebrate the staff of this 
College who have been part of the ministry 
and who have given such wonderful examples 
to the students. And to the students - you are 
the reason this story is remembered and told, 
you are the reason we exist.

We, the Sisters, thank you for sharing in the 
mission of Catherine. As we reflect on the 
history of this site, we look back and we look 
forward.

The Convent that had its beginnings in 1859 
and another chapter now comes to a close 
with the last Sister of Mercy resident, Sr. Joan 
Wilson, to leave the site on 16 December, 
2025. 

We believe in the traditions and the legacy of 
the Sisters, lovingly passed on over the years, 
and trust in the College to honour this legacy.

We believe in the future of Sacred Heart 
College, that it will thrive in the mission of the 
Sisters of Mercy, in the capable leadership 
in the College and with the assistance of the 
staff, continue the story.

We believe in the students, the education 
offered to them to take leadership positions 
in society in the future and to further the 
Kingdom of God.

We remember, we celebrate, we believe.
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Memoirs of our last Sr of Mercy resident.

The building that is now known as Mercy 
House and part of the Sacred Heart College 
complex was originally an aged care facility 
for Sisters who needed care. In 1997 it was 
renovated as a convent for the sisters while 
maintaining the registration for a fourteen 
bed hostel. This place was a powerhouse 
of prayer as requests came in from around 
the congregation for prayer for a particular 
person or situation. It was a home for those 
sisters who were experiencing frailty and 
needed care, and it remained so until the 
end of 2010.

At 3.00pm on 1 May 2007 Sr Kate Mannes and 
myself arrived to manage the hostel after Sr 
Madeline Fox and Sr Paulina Fitzpatrick had 
given ten years of their lives to the ministry 
of care.

For me it was an honour and a privilege to be 
with those older sisters who had over many 
years ministered in a variety of ways in the 
service of the gospel and with extraordinary 
Mercy. I just loved sitting with them and 
listening to their stories - memories that 
they enjoyed retelling - possibly more than 
once! While it was a privilege, it was also a 
challenge. My ministry had always been in 
education in one way or another. So, I had 
to learn the language and the practices of 
aged care. I even had to do a course at the 
Gordon to learn how to manage the funding 

for registered hostels, a system known as 
ACFI (Aged Care Funding Instrument).

The staff that assisted us included personal 
carers, cleaners, administrative support, 
maintenance and gardeners. Sister Kate was 
also a registered nurse so together we were 
all able to offer to the sisters in care all that 
they needed, and they repaid us in full with 
their trust and gratitude. Monsignor James 
Murray lived in the unit nearby and joined 
us each day for Mass and dinner. The daily 
celebration of the Eucharist was a wonderful 
time for the sisters. Each day was filled with 
a combination of prayer, meals, medication, 
visits to doctors, dentists, podiatrists, 
ophthalmologists and all sorts of ‘ologists’, 
unending cuppas, cards and board games, 
conversations and lots of fun and laughter.

The sisters loved a good story and I remember 
once walking into the community room for 
my morning tea. I had heard some noisy 
conversation as I approached but when I 
entered there was a deathly silence until one 
sister who had the local paper in front of her 
said to me ‘You’re dead. It says here that Joan 
Wilson has died and will be buried from St 
Mary of the Angels Basilica in two days’ time’. 
It took me a minute or two to recover and 
find a response, but it came ‘If I’m dead and 
heaven is like this - then all is well’.

During the time that I was at the hostel, Sr 
Kate left and was replaced by Sr Joan Eudey 
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who is also a nurse. Some renovations were 
undertaken to provide a more adequate 
storage room and a sewing room, and an 
extension of the dining room. Due to a 
number of reasons the decision was made 
to close the hostel and the beds were 
transferred to Mercy Place Rice Village in 
Marshall. At the end of 2010 Sr Kathleen 
Tierney, then Congregation Leader, handed 
the keys to then Principal Regina Byrne who 
gratefully accepted them and the college 

took over the use of the building, renaming 
it Mercy House. 

 

On behalf of the Alumni Association and 
Sacred Heart College, we would like to thank 
Sr Joan for sharing her stories. We would 
also like to wish Sr Joan all the best, as after 
15 years living at the College, she will be 
returning to Melbourne to be closer to family.

Sister Joan Wilson
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We acknowledge and remember those  
who have recently passed. 

Julie Strother (Reilly) Boarder  
29/4/2019

Stephanie O’Leary (Lowcock 1962) 
25/12/2024

Marie Allen (Purser 1956)   
8/1/2025

Monica Catherine Matthews (Garner) Border 
29/1/2025

Brittany Rowbottom (2009)  
30/1/2025

Alicia Kelly (Houghton 1942)  
2/3/2025

Moira Dunn (boarder)  
May/2025 

Carolyn Morrissey (Rijnders 1974)  
May/2025

We give thanks for the gift of friendships made 
at school and remember with great fondness 
those Alumni who are no longer with us. 

We honour them and are grateful for their 
contribution to Sacred Heart College Geelong 
and to our lives. 

May they rest in eternal peace.

Amen. 
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Brian Fowler OAM (boy 1946-1948) 
15/5/2025

Bernard Stocks (boy)  
June/2025

Richard Perry (boy)  
15/7/2025

Sister Nancy Freddi RSM  
16/7/2025

Joy Kelleher (Farrar 1959)  
18/7/2025

Mary Gabriel McMahon (Heasman) 
20/7/2025

Naomi Hodgkins (1995)  
28/7/2025

Maria Rosaria Polimeni (1977)  
5/8/2025

Margaret McCormack (Malone 1946) 
10/8/2025

Helen Storey (1960)  
14/8/2025

Marita Ryan (Darcy 1944)  
10/09/2025

Mavis Ryan (who was 105 years old) 
10/9/2025

Diane Jones (Pitcher 1976)  
17/9/2025

Carol Mary Davison (Diamond 1964) 
02/10/2025

Margaret Podbury (Lewis)  
8/10/2025

Shirley Murphy (Carew 1945)  
3/11/2025

Amanda Cook (Scott 1977)  
11/11/2025
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S TAY  C O N N E C T E D

Thank you to all our Alumni Committee 
volunteers for your ongoing 
involvement in our quarterly meetings 
and for participating in students’ 
projects this year. Thank you to Noel 
Tuddenham too for all that he does 
at our decade reunions and Alumni 
events.  

Thank you for all the additional time 
you give at our reunions held on Friday 
nights and Saturday afternoons, for 
your selfless dedication and for your 
commitment to giving back to Sacred 
Heart. You are appreciated


